
NOTES FROM DEP MEETING 

September 7, 2018 

 

 

Attended: 

DEP:  Mary Yeargan, Pamela Vasquez, Yaisa Angulo & Shannon Herbon 

 

Gulf Harbors United:  Diane Kobernick, Mitchell Kobernick, Susan Victoria-Tyte 

& James Tyte 

 

The purpose of the meeting was to understand the DEP procedures and authority as 

well as to ask specific question about our golf course. 

 

 

Question:  Does the DEP have authority to demand remediation – clean-up? 

 

The DEP does have authority to demand remediation.  However remediation may 

take form in many ways.  Aside from removing the contaminated soil, It could also 

be adding  a “black top” to seal everything in or to adding 2 feet of clean dirt above 

the contaminated areas.  All is subject to the full extent of contamination and very 

importantly where the contamination is located. 

 

Question:  What are the enforcement capabilities of the DEP? 

 

Should remediation be necessary, the DEP will take measures.  This could mean 

taking the “owner” to court to enforce. 

 

Question:  What happens if the “owner” does not have money 

 

Should the DEP have to take legal action for the “owner” to remediate, there will 

be a judgment against the “owner”.  If the owner states they do not have the money 

to remediate, they will have to provide at least 3 yrs of tax returns.  There are some 

state funds that could be available to the DEP to clean the property.  Should this 

happen, the DEP would put a lien on the property. 

 



What we learned: 

 

 SP2 Technologies is an accredited company and is subject to lose their 

license if they do not accurately report the contamination, more importantly 

if they skew the results, they can go to jail. 

 

 The testing method being used is an approved method called incremental 

sampling.  

 

 Bores are done at 1 ft, 2 ft and 3 ft.  They are then sent to the Lab.  It could 

take 1 month for the lab to do their testing.  Then the tables, and reports are 

compiled.  This also can take much time. 

 

 The reports along with all of the testing information will then be sent to the 

DEP for review.  If there is any doubt, the DEP will ask to re-test.   

 

 The full extent of the contamination will not be known until the full report is 

done.  There will not be interim reporting. 

 

 SP2 Technologies have been given to December 23, 2018 to present the site 

assessment plan.  However, they can ask for an extension on time. 

 

 If the testing indicates that soil is clean within the boundary of the golf 

course, the results will be evaluated on what plan to proceed with for clean-

up.  This will be determined by the proposed future  “Land-use.” 

 

 If the “owner” chooses not to remediate and at the level seen is acceptable to 

the DEP to remain “as is”  A Restrictive Covenant would be placed on the 

property.   

 

 If testing results indicate that it is necessary to go beyond the golf course 

boundaries, it will be necessary for SP2 Technologies to ask the property 

Owner’s permission.  This is called Site Access Agreement and it will have 

more information on this agreement for you. 



 

 Should  testing be done on  your property, you will be notified and will have 

a choice to have you property remediated. 

 A restrictive covenant will be placed on your property – you cannot dig a 

well. 

 

 Once the full testing on the golf course is done and delineation is known, 

then  there will be a full understanding on what can be done and what cannot 

be done on the property along with what clean up is necessary and/or 

mandatory. 

 

 Health Risk Management has a formula to follow to help with decisions of 

remediation guidelines 

 

 The “storm” water that is being dumped in our canals are considered not a 

dangerous level (at this time)- even the water that gets pumped into the 

canals at high water events 

 

 This is due to the fact that wildlife and fish do not process arsenic and other 

toxins in the same way that humans do. 

 

 The acceptable arsenic water contamination level is 50.  For soil is 2.1 

 

 Red Tide that has been in the news is caused mostly by nitrates.   

 

 There are new guidelines in Pinellas and Sarasota to limit lawn spraying 

during the rainy season because this get washed up into the gulf. 

 

 

 

 

 


