
GULF HARBORS, 
 

A GOLF CART 
 

 FRIENDLY COMMUNITY 



 Gulf Harbors, A Golf Cart Friendly Community 

 Florida Statute 316.212 - Operation of golf carts on certain Roadways 

1.  “The operation of a golf cart upon the public roads or streets 
 of this state is prohibited except as provided herein:” 

2.  A golf cart may be operated only upon a county road that has  
been designated by a county. 

3.  This designation is determined by the county Traffic Operations  
Center upon completion of a traffic study which looks at speed 
 limits, volume, and character of motor vehicle traffic. 

4.  The county will post all necessary signage to designate a  
Golf Cart approved Community 



Advantages to Designation 
1. Allow owners to get around the community more efficiently 

2. Travel to and from the beach. (Now Approved by GHBC Board of Directors) 

3.  Travel to and from the park (if built) 

4.  Travel to and from the Civic Center for Clubs, Activities, Events, Etc. 

5.  Ferry passengers to and from the boat ramps 

6.  Allow seniors to get out in the neighborhood without having to drive a car. 

7.  Decrease # of cars parked around homes during parties or social events. 

8.  Reduce the Environmental Impact 

9.  Allow residents to attend  events at Sims Park by Golf Cart 



Disadvantages to Designation 

1.  May slow traffic flow ? 
 
2.  Possibility of Golf Cart related Accidents 



Criteria for Approval 

1.  Community Streets do not cross a state highway. 

2.  Community consists of two lane, county owned roads. 

3.  Posted Speed limit does not exceed 35 miles per hour. 

4. Roads have sufficient width to accommodate a motor vehicle  
       passing a slower moving golf cart. 

5.  Community passes a county traffic safety survey. 



Golf Cart Requirements 

1.  No Golf Cart will be operated by a driver under the age of 14. 

2.  May be operated between the hours of Sunrise and Sunset. 

3.  Golf carts must be equipped with: 
         A. Efficient Brakes 
         B. Reliable Steering 
         C. Safe Tires 
         D. A Rearview Mirror 
         E. Red Reflectorized warning Devices 
              Front and Rear or lights   



Cart Requirements Cont. 
1.  The County can authorize the use of Golf Carts between  
Sunset and Sunrise.  (Will Not) 

2.  Carts must be equipped with: 
A. Headlights 
B. Brake lights 
C. Turn signals 
D. Windshield 

If So: 



GULF HARBORS 

Streets included in the community approval are shown in yellow 



Local Approved Communities 

1. New Port Richey, Grand and Main St Area 

2.  City of Port Richey, Certain Areas 

4. City of Dunedin 

3.  Lake Padgett Estates 

5.  Ozona 

Annual golf cart Christmas Parade 

-Sims Park Concerts 

-Downtown Restaurants 



 Liability Issues and  
Insurance Requirements 

1.   County Administered and Policed 

2.  No liability to GHCA 

3.  No State Statute requiring Operator  or Cart insurance 

4.  No special licensing requirements 

6.  Operators are liable for all safe operating procedures  
including driving while impaired, Etc. 

7.  Owners are highly encouraged to have both equipment and  
liability insurance coverage for accidents 

8.  Four major insurers provide separate golf cart insurance  
policies in Florida for about $80-$100.00 /per year 

5.  State courts have ruled that golf carts share the same liability  
requirements as motor vehicles “Inherently Dangerous Instrumentalities” 



Golf Cart Accident Statistics 
1.  15,000 injuries average recorded per year nation wide 

2. Rollover accidents account for 10 % of total  
or 1500 injuries 

3.  40.0 %  of injuries are caused by falling out of the cart 
Or 6000 injuries. 

4.  31.2 %( or 4800) injuries are to children under the age 14. 
Most are due to falling out. 

5. 70.3 % occur at Sports Facilities 
       15.2 % on Streets and Roads. (2280) 
       14.5 % at Home or on Farms. 

6. 2 major accidents in Pasco Co. in the last 6 years.   
1 resulted in 3 fatalities and one injury  
when Golf cart was hit by an automobile from behind.   
Golf cart had head lights but no tail lights operating after dark. 
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